Risk management--the forensic nursing response 'ability'.
As risk managers begin to reconsider their nursing roles and responsibilities, the impact of the forensic applications are endless. The forensic element of the role as a health care professional is a very real entity that is often overlooked as the responsibility of someone else. All nurses are responsible for their own documentation, patient care outcomes, knowledge, and education, and must be prepared to speak intelligently to, or defend all, in a court of law. Health care is dynamic and health care facilities should be committed to displaying and ultimately providing an environment of safety and trust to patients. Risk management offers a proactive and preventative approach to meeting these changes effectively. Be prepared--know what the risks are.